
Three tools in this document: 
 
The following tools will help you with site assessment, planning, and sharing your site 
conditions with others. 
 
 

1. “Using Thurston County GeoData Site” will provide some tips for using this 
robust tool!  

a. The tutorials and training links on the main page are worth exploring to 
take full advantage of all this site offers. 

b. However, we call out two specific uses for the purposes of your site 
assessment, planning, and sharing your site with us: 

i. the capacity to measure area and linear distances; 
ii. the ability to annotate and draw on your parcel’s aerial view to 

create your site map. 
 
 
2. Measuring large spaces with ArcGIS (for Thurston County residents, this likely 
doesn’t provide any benefits over GeoData, but you might check to see if you prefer 
this tool). 
 
 
3. “Estimating Irregularly Shaped Areas,” a resource from Sound Native Plants. 
This is especially useful for doing field measurements where aerial photos won’t work, 
such as when the area to be measured is blocked by trees or different than it was 
when the site was photographed. 
 

  



Using Thurston County GeoData Site 
 
Thurston County provides access to a lot of information about your site and its context in the 
broader community.  The GeoData website is an incredibly powerful tool and you can start by 
exploring the options and layers available here: 
https://www.geodata.org/faqOnlineMapsBasicStartGuide.html 
 
 
Simple measurements: If you just want to measure area or distance from your structure to 
the property line, for instance, this site can help you with that, too. 
 
Start here to find your parcel: https://www.geodata.org/quick-parcel-search.html 
Starting with “Option 2: Enter Address, Parcel #, or Section to View Property Information 
Report” brings up this screen with facts about your property below this crop.  
 
To see a map of your parcel, click on “view parcel in online map.” 
 

 
 
  



From the online map, you’ll see this: 
 

 
 
Choose “maps & layers” and pick the option you prefer.  (Note from the starting link above, 
you can get to these options as well, but if measurement is your goal, you don’t need the 
“everything map,” which takes more time to load and manipulate. This is a fast way to see 
your site and measure.) 
 
Next load up the view you want (note the speed options!), and from the tools bar, select 
“measure” to calculate linear distance or area square footage or acreage. 
 

 



 
Here’s an example of how that can look: 
 

 
 
Drawing on your site map: Note in “tools” that you can also draw on your site! 
This is a great way to illustrate concerns you have, ideas you have, placement of things that aren’t 
visible in the aerial view, changes to the site since the aerial view was taken, and more! 
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